
OSRA to host an audience with
CSA Director of Referees Joe Guest

CSA Director of Referees Joe Guest has graciously
accepted an invitation from your Executive to talk to
OSRA Members about the upcoming changes to all
referee programmes in Canada.

The meeting is to be held prior to the First Council
Meeting on Sunday January 27, 2008 at 9.30am in the
Theatre at the Armenian Youth Centre, Hallcrown Place,
Consumers Road, Toronto.

This is a unique opportunity for grass roots referees to
listen to the man who is charge of guiding our future, we
urge Branch Executives to encourage as many referees
to attend as possible.

First Council Meeting 2008

First Council Meeting for 2008 is to be held directly after
the Audience with Joe Guest at the Armenian Youth
Centre Cafeteria, starting at approximately 10.45am.

The Armenian Youth Centre is conveniently located just
north off the 401 at Victoria Park.

Directions: From the 401, go North on Victoria Park to
the first light, and turn left onto Consumers Road. Take
the first left (Hallcrown Place) to the end. In front of you
is the 401, to your left is The Radisson Hotel and to the
right is the Armenian Youth Centre. There is ample free
parking at the facility.

48th Annual General Meeting

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS – AGM 2007

2007 has been a year of change, with more to come in
the next year. With that in mind, it is worth remembering
that the OSRA was born out of a need to protect
referees from assault. The Bowmanville Resolution was
introduced as an effective tool for dealing with teams
that refuse to control players. It was introduced as a
response to the treatment of Joe Ogle, a referee who

nearly died from a beating. The OSRA also has a strong
history of educating referees since nearly all of the
experienced refs have belonged to the Association and
many have volunteered as instructors with the OSA.
The first steps to build on this strong history and to adapt
the organization to a changing world have been taken in
2007.

The OSRA is now incorporated, and the model can be
shared and used easily and inexpensively by any of the
branches.

The Association has moved forward into the electronic
age. Special thanks go to Rich Carman for his efforts
and hard work in bringing the CanSoRef electronically to
all the branches and for his continued hard work with the
website.
In response to a challenge from the OSA and at the
direction of Council, the Association has moved forward
with developing an education program,. Peter Johnson,
who has put in tremendous effort to push it forward,
deserves special thanks. The program will be a solid
basis for serious discussion with OSA about the role of
the OSRA.

The first Council meeting of the year (January 27, 2008)
will be a crucial one for significant business decisions,
including considering the budget for the education
programme. Members will also have the opportunity to
hear Joe Guest (CSA Director of Referees) talk to us
about his plans for refereeing in Canada, which will be
particularly timely in relation to the changes that have
been announced by the OSA for compliance with the
new national programme. These changes will begin in
2008 due to the CSA mandated program for referees
and the OSA implementation plan, which has just been
published on the OSA website. There will be a
significant challenge for the OSRA to determine how it
can effectively fit into the new world.

On a disappointing note, the OSRA has been unable to
obtain a resolution to the serious problems created by
the Elgin Middlesex SA directed at the London branch.
The OSA did acknowledge that the OSRA badge can be
worn. EMSA has refused to accept this and continues to
intimidate referees in the London area. Despite
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Season’s Greetings To Everyone


